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forward to announcing in
the coming weeks. These

initiatives will contribute
significantly to enhancing
the concept of tourism in
Qatar and introducing it as
a destination on the world
tourism map.

In response to a question
about the presence of Arab
countries in this initiative,
he said: “We have included
many nationalities in the
list of countries that can
enter the country without
a visa. Accordingly the
Lebanese nationals who
have been exempted from
the visa and added to the list
of nationalities that can be
granted an immediate tourist
entry to Qatar upon arrival.
On the selection criteria of
these countries, he said: The
Ministry of the Interior has
certain security procedures to

follow up all those who enter
the country on visas, through
the security authorities to
prevent their over-stay from
the date of their departure
from the country. Moreover,
the tourists who come from
these countries are less 1n
making delay in leaving
before the date of departure
from the country. In regards
to following up the entry and
exit of tourists from these
countries, the rate of over-
stay was noted less than
1%. However, this
percentage was happened for
reasons beyond its control
and has soon come to the
airport for travel.

Regarding the preparations
of the Airport Passports
Department to receive the
citizens of these countries,
he said that the Department
is ready for any increase in

small

the number of passengers as
there are almost 450 passport
control  counter  staffs
distributed in four shifts.
The Department is working
on their training to enhance
their work performance and
interaction with the public.

As for the e-gates inside
the airport and its role in
facilitating
of entry and exit, he made

the movement

it is clear that the e-gates
are available to citizens
and residents only. Visitors
to the country must pass
through the passport control
counters to complete the

entry procedures through
the passport officer. He
added that currently the

Department is working with
Hamad International Airport
on increase the number of
these gates both in arrivals
and departure lounges.

In cose you are canrying big amounts of

cosh,jewelries or any other expensive items,
you shall disclose it with proof of ownership.
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The Airport Passports

Department of the
Ministry of Interior
took part in the press
conference held by the
Qatar Tourism Authority
in collaboration with
Ministry of Interior
and Qatar Airways to
announce allowing
citizens of 80 countries
visa-free entry to Qatar.

Qatar Airways Group Chief
Executive, Akbar Al Baker,
Hassan Al Ibrahim, Chief
Tourism Development officer
at Qatar Tourism Authority

and Col. Muhammad Rashid

Nationals of 80

Countries Exempted
from Entry Visa to Qatar

Al Mazroui, Director of
AirportPassports Department
attended the conference.

Addressing the conference
Col. Al Mazroui said that
the State of Qatar has taken
new steps to facilitate the
entry of tourists exempting
the citizens of 80 countries
from the pre-entry visa
procedures as of Wednesday,
9 August 2017. The citizens
of 4hese countries who wish
to visit the State of Qatar
will not have to apply for a
visa in advance or pay a fee
for this visa. Instead, they
will be granted entry permit,

Col. Muhammad Rashid Al Mazroui

-Visa free entry on their arrival at the entry
ports of the country with simplified procedures.
- The initiative will contribute significantly in
promoting tourism in the State of Qatar

if the passport is valid for
more than six months and
they hold a confirmed return/
onward travel ticket.

He stressed that the Ministry
of the Interior has always
sought enhance the
experience of visitors to Qatar
at all ports of the country.
He added that this initiative
represents a qualitative leap
forward to empower tourism
and enhance Qatar’s status as
a global tourism destination.
He pointed out that the
concerned authorities in the

to

country are studying more
facilities that we are looking

D) |

You con reduce the waifing fime in front of

passport control paints while [eaving or on
refurn, by obtaining e-gate cards before fraveling.
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Hamad International Airport
World's Second Best Airport
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